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Boris Johnson - the right-
wing Thatcherite, private
school-educated millionaire -
is prime minister. But not for
long. The civil war inside the
Tory party looks set to explode
as the Halloween date for leav-
ing the EU approaches.  
In all liklihood a general

election is on the way. Johnson
could be brought down by a
vote of no confidence at West-
minster. Jeremy Corbyn has
said he’s prepared to replace

him to prevent a capitalist no-
deal Brexit and then call a gen-
eral election. 
But working-class people

cannot rely on Blairite Labour,
Tory and Lib Dem MPs to re-
move BoJo. Many of them
would rather cut off their right
hand than allow Corbyn into
No.10.
Therefore it’s vital that Cor-

byn and the trade unions mo-
bilise support in the streets,
workplaces, communities,

schools and colleges to drive
the Tories out!  The trade
union movement should call a
day of strikes and mass
protest. This could pile the
pressure on even big business
supporting MPs to remove
Johnson as prime minister. 
Then the key question is

who can defeat the Tories and
on what policies?   
If Jeremy Corbyn was to

stand clearly on a socialist
platform to end and reverse

austerity. For an immediate in-
troduction of a £10 an hour
minimum wage as a step to a
real living wage. 
For public ownership of the

big banks, manufacturing,
transport, the privatised utili-
ties and all companies threat-
ening closures and job losses,
he could win by a landslide  
To win he must also stand

for a left and workers’ exit
from the bosses’ EU. And for
socialist policies for workers’

rights to end EU rules that
benefit the big corporations. 
Corbyn must allow Labour

members the chance to re-
move the pro-capitalist
Blairites in his own party who
are fighting to remove Corbyn
as Labour leader. 
Corbyn must also defend

the right of the Scottish people
to a second indyref. 
If he fights on socialist po-

lices, Corbyn can win and
drive the Tories out. 

BORIS 
OUT! 
GENERAL 
ELECTION NOW!
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BREXIT CRISIS: BUILD A MASS CAMPA    
TORIES OUT - CORBYN CAN WIN WITH  

The election of Eton-edu-
cated toff Boris Johnson by the
ageing, aloof and shrinking
Tory membership came as no
surprise. For the capitalist
elite, however, it escalates the
political crisis in Britain, leav-
ing them without a safe pair of
hands to carry out their inter-
ests. 
Johnson’s pledge that the

UK will leave the EU “with or
without a deal” by October 31
threatens the stability of their
profit agenda. 
Boris as prime minister will

inflame the irreconcilable
conflict in the Conservative
Party, whose only unifying fac-
tor was former prime minister
Theresa May’s appeals that
they unite to Stop Corbyn! 
Corbyn’s limited program

alone is not their main fear,
but the aroused expectations
his government entering
Downing Street would trigger
among workers and youth. 
When parliament returns in

September he is likely to be
met with immediate no confi-
dence votes. Labour but also
by remainer Tory MP’s, Liber-
als, the SNP and others have
pledged to bring him down if
it becomes clear the trajectory
of the Johnson government is
for no deal. 
Sections of the capitalist

class, supported by as many as
60 right wing Labour MPs, pro
EU Tories, the Liberals and
even the Greens and the
SNP, are looking at the option
of forming a national govern-
ment to block a no deal, keep
Corbyn out and even reverse
Brexit. 
Such a government would

be a tool to attack the working
class. But it would also run the
risk of the capitalists running
out of alternative options and
fuelling support for the left

and Corbyn. The danger for
the capitalists now is that, if
Corbyn stands firm in resisting
attempts to install a govern-
ment led by Harman, the for-
mer Tory chancellor Ken
Clarke or any other figure, they
can only achieve a national
government by splitting the
Labour Party before the ad-
vent of a Labour government. 
While this would, at least

initially, leave Corbyn at the
head of a smaller parliamen-
tary group - possibly only the
third-largest in parliament -
the vomiting out of the
Blairites would create new op-
portunities for Labour to de-
velop as a mass workers' party
within which the ideas of so-
cialism could find an ever-
wider audience.
If no withdrawal treaty is

agreed by 31 October, the de-
fault position is that the treaty
obligations between Britain
and the remaining EU27

countries will no longer apply.
To obtain a further extension
the UK government needs to
request one, and an EU sum-
mit agree to it and its terms
unanimously.
The EU27 countries, at the

time of writing, are maintain-
ing a unified position. The cur-
rent 'Brexit-in-name-only'

585-page legal withdrawal
treaty agreed with May is not
up for renegotiation.
But the more ambiguous,

non-binding political declara-
tion could be recast, they say.
The EU27 leaders do not wish
for a disorderly Brexit or for
'Brussels' to be blamed if the
whole process collapses.
Cosmetic changes are un-

likely to satisfy the hard Brexi-
teer European Research
Group (ERG) of Tory MPs. All
of this points to Johnson fac-
ing a vote of no confidence or
going for an early snap elec-
tion to try for a 'personal man-
date' to pre-empt the
inevitable collapse of his gov-
ernment. 
Such a general election

would take place amongst in-
ternational volatility and
worsening economic outlook. 
Over the next few weeks

there are opportunities to
push the needs of our class

onto the agenda. Opportuni-
ties that the left Labour lead-
ership and the trade unions
must grasp. 

Corbyn's approach 

The approach adopted so
far by Corbyn and McDonnell
of constant unrequited com-
promise with the capitalist
wing of the Labour Party, who
have the whole establishment
behind them, must cease. 
For the belligerent Blairites,

the issue on which to under-
mine the left Labour leader-
ship is fighting to shift the
party into supporting a second
EU referendum and reversing
Brexit. 
If Corbyn is seen to want to

reverse the result of the refer-
endum, it would massively
alienate important sections of
the working class for whom
voting leave was a protest
against being forced to pay for

What we think

Corbyn and McDonnell must allow Labour members to remove the Blairites from the Labour Party and fight an election on a clear socialist man

It is a mistake to solely rely
on parliamentary no confi-
dence votes alone to inflict
defeats on Johnson’s Tories. 
A mass working class move-

ment could bring down the
government. The mass anger
is there to be mobilised, if a
lead was shown.  

“”
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    PAIGN TO DRIVE THE
      H SOCIALIST POLICIES

the capitalist crisis of 2007-8. 
This would give space to

Boris Johnson to run a right
wing populist, seemingly anti-
establishment, campaign in
defence of the Brexit vote
which could even see the To-
ries win a general election.   
It is urgent to launch an all

out campaign to deselect pro-
capitalist Labour MPs and call
on Labour councillors and
MSPs to fight Tory cuts as part
of a program to transform
Labour into a real workers'
party. 
Corbyn and McDonnell

should stand up to Tom Wat-
son and the cabal of right
wingers in the Scottish parlia-
mentary Labour party and
clearly defend the right to a
second independence referen-
dum. 
If Corbyn and the Labour

left fail at this critical time to
represent the interests of
workers and trade unions,

they will rightly be
compelled to act to or-
ganise their own po-
litical representation. 

Build the fightback

It is a mistake to solely rely
on parliamentary no confi-
dence votes alone to inflict de-
feats on Johnson’s Tories. A
mass working class movement
could bring down the govern-
ment. The mass anger is there
to be mobilised, if a lead was
shown.  
The National Shop Stewards

Network (NSSN) is calling on
Corbyn and the TUC to call for
mass demonstrations, rallies
for socialist polices and na-
tionally co-ordinated strike ac-
tion against poverty pay,
austerity and the bosses offen-
sive and for a general election. 
A bold call for a fightback

could bring together the
strikes and working class ac-
tion already taking place; the
Harland and Wolff occupation
in Belfast, Bradford hospital
strikers, postal workers walk-
ing out against bullying and
striking Sainsbury’s distribu-
tion centre workers. 
Correctly, the young school

student climate strikers have
chanted Tories Out on their
demonstrations and would
join such a mobilisation. 
Nationalisation of the ship-

yards in Belfast and Greenock,

Honda Swindon,
the Caley rail-
works, British
steel, Ford Brid-
gend and bringing
Royal Mail and

the 

railways back into public own-
ership would receive mass
support. As would policies
such as a immediate £10 an
hour minimum wage for all
workers, the scrapping of cruel
universal credit and an end to
all cuts to council services. On
such a manifesto Labour
could win by a landslide. 
With a concrete chance that

their lives would be trans-
formed after a dire decade of
austerity, workers, the poor
and young people would be
enthusiastic to struggle. 
Of course the bosses and the

capitalist class would engage
in a bitter campaign of sabo-
tage. That’s why it’s crucial to
go further. A left government
would need to nationalise the
major corporations and banks
to take the power out of the
hands of the 1%. 
A Corbyn government

would then be in a stronger
position to negotiate a Brexit
deal in the interests of the
working class. 
While making an appeal to

workers and youth across Eu-
rope, Corbyn could demand a
deal that clearly ends all pro-
privatisation, anti-worker EU
laws and stands for a socialist
Europe.   

                       nifesto

Alan Manley

Unison member and
health care worker

Edinburgh was due to
have a new state of the art
hospital to look after sick
children and young people
in 2013. It was going to cost
around £250m and be pub-
licly funded. 
NHS Lothian has now

postponed the opening of
its new Edinburgh Sick Kids
Hospital, indefinitely. 
The hospital, which has

now cost upwards of £520m,
cannot receive any patients
into its 233 beds because of
systemic problems with
ventilation and drainage
which risk patients and
public safety. 
There is no sign of these

issues being fixed anytime
soon. One leading Lothian
NHS trade unionist has
stated it would be better to
tear the building down and
start again!

private finance

At the heart of this crisis is
the use of private invest-
ment to fund public pro-
jects. Having been told by
the Scottish government in
2010 that they had to find
different funding arrange-
ments to build the new hos-
pital, NHS Lothian turned
to the Scottish Futures Trust
(SFT), a £2.5bn fund set up
by the SNP as an alternative
to the Private Finance Ini-
tiative (PFI), which New
Labour had used to build a
range of public facilities
across the UK. 
Under PFI, private com-

panies built facilities, pro-
vided services and then
leased them back to the
public sector, who then paid
over the odds for these con-
tracts on deals stretching
into the millennium. 
NHS Tayside alone sits on

contracts worth £14m a year
until 2043. In Lanarkshire,

Hairmyres hospital, built
with private investment in
2001, has cost twice as
much as it would’ve done
using public money. Invest-
ment of £8m gave the pri-
vate consortium a return of
£145m in 2008. 
The Scottish Futures Trust

has proved to be, at best, a
pale imitation of PFI. Profit
returns under PFI stood at
16% per annum. SFT would
peg them at 12%, with “sur-
pluses” being recycled into
the public finances. 
Projects would still rely

on private investment
under so called Non Profit
Distributing models. It was-
n’t PFI so the perception
grew that the SNP had abol-
ished private involvement
in Scotland’s NHS. 
However, existing PFI

contracts were left un-
touched when this new
model was introduced Yet
PFI's have became central
to the indebtedness of Scot-
tish health authorities. Hun-
dreds of millions are being
re-diverted from patient
care to private profits.
The scandal of Edin-

burgh’s new hospital high-
lights how the SNP have
kept to finding market solu-
tions for  deficits in public
funding, instead of fighting
austerity and the cuts.
As it stands, the financial

crisis in NHS Lothian be-
cause of this  dreadful deal
that they have with IHSL
(Integrated Health Solutions
Limited) will impact patient
care across the region.
£1.4m per month is being
paid for a hospital that they
cannot open. The necessary
work to get the facility open
has added at least £80m to a
project that will cost £432m
over the next 25 years.
Socialist Party Scotland

calls for the nationalisation
of all PFI/SFT contracts with
no compensation for the
profiteers who have been al-
lowed into our NHS. 
A full democratic trade

union-led inquiry into this
scandal is needed.

Edinburgh Sick Kids
exposes SNP failure
to tackle PFI scandal
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Gordon Brown, co-architect
of New Labour, has opined
that Johnson could be “the last
prime minister of the UK”.
Writing in the Observer

newspaper on 11th August,
Brown commented: “We must
recognise that nationalism is
now driving British politics”,
the UK is now “devoid of a uni-
fying purpose powerful
enough to hold it together and
to keep four nationalisms –
Scottish, Irish, English, and
also a rising Welsh nationalism
– at bay.”
While heaping responsibil-

ity for this onto Boris Johnson,
Brown seems blind to the role
his and Tony Blair’s big busi-
ness policies played in driving
support for Scottish indepen-
dence.
A decade of “New Labour”

neoliberal policies was
marked in 2007 by the election
of the first SNP government at
Edinburgh. The SNP have
been in power ever since. The
45% vote in favour of Scottish
independence in the 2014 in-
dyref was also, in large part,
the legacy of Brown and Blair.
In truth, the centrifugal

forces that are tending to the
pulling apart of the UK are
rooted in the failures of capi-
talism.
Years of austerity, ruined

public services and rising in-
work poverty have all laid the
basis for mass opposition to
the capitalist political estab-
lishment.
For the working class in par-

ticular, demands for demo-
cratic rights for Scotland and
Wales are, at root, a desire to
break from the nightmare of
life under a system run for the
billionaire-elite.
The same factors drove the

vote in favour of leaving the
EU in 2016 among large
swathes of working class com-
munities across the UK.  
What is needed, but is still

missing, is a mass working
class and political force to
fight for and articulate social-
ist ideas. This can and should
be done while standing in de-
fence of the democratic rights

of the people of Scotland and
Wales to self-determination.
The August 2019 poll on

Scottish independence under-
lined the systemic threat to the
capitalist union. The poll in
early August showed a 52:48
split in favour of indepen-
dence.
Moreover, support for a sec-

ond independence referen-
dum in the next two years had
also increased significantly in
the last weeks to 47%, with
45% opposed.
It was both this poll and the

imminence of a general elec-
tion that encouraged Labour’s
John McDonnell to announce
in an interview in Edinburgh
that a Labour government, if
faced by a request from the
Scottish parliament for an in-
dyref2, “would not block
something like that.
We would let the Scottish

people decide. That’s democ-
racy.” Referencing himself and
Jeremy Corbyn, he went on to
say: “There are other views
within the party but that’s our
view.” Jeremy Corbyn con-
firmed the week after that this
was indeed his view. 

Blairites in revolt

All hell then broke lose. The
Scottish Blairites launched an
immediate attack. A statement
from the majority of the
Labour group in the Scottish
parliament said: “We deplore
any attempts to undermine
the official policy position of
the Scottish Labour Party…
Scottish party policy is very
clear – that is opposition to a
second independence referen-
dum.”
They cited Richard Leonard,

the Corbyn-supporting Scot-
tish Labour leader, who had in
March said that if Labour won
a Westminster election the
party would refuse to grant a
Section 30 order.
Indeed the 2017 Labour

manifesto said the same thing.
Which was to double-down on
Labour’s abysmal collabora-
tion with the Tories and big

business as part of the 2014
Better Together debacle. This
record, along with their pro-
capitalist policies, has been
decisive in reducing Scottish
Labour to a shadow of its for-
mer political self.
The May 2019 European

election saw Labour lose both
their MEPs, dropping to just
9.3% support. They came fifth
behind the SNP, Brexit Party,
Tories and the Lib Dems. Re-
cent Westminster polls have
shown Scottish Labour MPs
could face a potential wipe-
out in a general election.
To Corbyn and McDonnell’s

credit, at least they have taken
a more sensitive attitude to the

growing support for indepen-
dence and demands for an in-
dyref 2.
No doubt they are calculat-

ing that if a no-deal exit from
the EU is attempted by John-
son, that support could grow
even further and Labour
should be responsive to that.
A minority Labour govern-

ment might be faced with the
need to have a “confidence
and supply” arrangement with
the SNP at Westminster.
Nicola Sturgeon would

make a second independence
referendum a key negotiating
plank. A Corbyn-led govern-
ment could agree to a section
30 order while pledging (mis-

takingly) to campaign for a No
vote in any subsequent refer-
endum. The Labour leader-
ship also believe that the
progressive left policies that
they are pledging to imple-
ment would undercut support
for independence.

Blackmail

If Corbyn in power was to
stand up to the inevitable
blackmail and sabotage of the
bosses and carry through the
necessary measures against
capitalist interests, the nation-
alisation of the major sectors
of the economy in particular,
this would have huge appeal
among the working class in
Scotland.
Even then it would be cru-

cial to stand for the right of
Scotland to be independent,
on the basis of majority sup-
port. 
An independent socialist

Scotland could form a free and
voluntary confederation with
a socialist England, Wales and
Ireland to end poverty, low
pay, austerity and for a living

Above: The independence referendum was a working class uprising against austerity. Opposite: The front pag        

Brexit crisis and capitalist austerity are drivin      
The tumultuous Brexit crisis under Boris
Johnson’s leadership has opened a new
phase of instability for British
capitalism. Increasingly, it’s the threat of a
break-up of the UK that is exercising
mounting concern. Philip Stott examines
the prospects for Scottish independence.

For the working class in particular, demands for democratic
rights for Scotland and Wales are, at root, a desire to break
from the nightmare of life under a system run for the billion-
aire-elite. The same factors drove the vote in favour of leaving
the EU in 2016 among large swathes of working class commu-
nities across the UK.  

“”
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wage for all. As it is Tom Wat-
son, Ian Murray and other
leading Blairites have used
McDonnell’s pledge to ratchet
up the civil war against Cor-
byn. A further split away by a
section of the Blairites prior to
a general election is possible.
This could be linked to the

formation of a government of
“national unity” – which is
being promoted by the Labour
right, Tories, Lib Dems, and
the Greens to stop a no-deal
EU exit and a Corbyn govern-
ment coming to power.
Corbyn and McDonnell are

paying a heavy price for allow-
ing the capitalist wing of the
Labour party to remain in situ.
By blocking the majority pro-
Corbyn membership from
having the right to de-select
right wing MPs, the opportu-
nity for big business to sabo-
tage the possibility of left
government, either before or
after a general election, has
been strengthened.
Corbyn’s concessions to the

Blairite wing, including the
continued opposition by a
majority of MSPs and MPs to
Scottish independence and

indyref2, will be an obstacle to
a Labour recovery. That has to
end now.

General election

Boris Johnson is preparing
for a general election. By run-
ning on a right-wing, racist
and populist platform, while
pledging to be the only politi-
cian prepared to implement
Brexit, the danger is he could
win significant support. That
would only be possible if Cor-
byn did not clearly advance a
fighting left manifesto.
Included in that would be a

pledge to leave the EU on poli-
cies that would benefit the
working class majority. By
standing for massive invest-
ment in housing, public ser-
vices, jobs and wages, to end
Universal Credit and for pub-
lic ownership of the economy,
Corbyn could win easily.
He could also expose his

pro-rich, elitist and reac-
tionary policies and win over
many who voted to remain in
the EU, including in Scotland
where a majority did so.
A recent poll that showed

54% (after removing those
who did not know) want to
leave the EU by any means, in-
cluding a no-deal, underlines
the dangers if Corbyn was to
advocate staying in the EU
and a so-called “people’s vote.

The same poll found 88%
thought parliament was out of
touch with the public. 89% felt
MPs “ignore the wishes of vot-
ers and push their own agen-
das” on Brexit. 
This reflects a rage against

the capitalist establishment
that a mass working class
party with socialist policies
could base itself on to offer a
future to millions whose lives
are being destroyed by a
profit-driven economic sys-
tem.
Corbyn and the Labour left

must act to help create such a
party. The Blairites have to go,
along with any Labour coun-
cillor and MSP who votes for
cuts and austerity. A Labour
manifesto that stands un-
equivocally on the side of the
working class and points to
the need to break with capital-
ism is also vital to win a gen-
eral election.
If Corbyn fails and contin-

ues to seek compromise with
the capitalist class inside the
Labour Party, then a mass
working class socialist alterna-
tive will still have to be built.
Indeed given the role of SNP
and Labour councillors and
MSPs in carrying out cuts in
Scotland it is a pressing need. 
The mass membership of

the trade union movement
will have a central role to play
in that task.

              ge of the Socialist in September 2014 

SCOTLAND’S DRUG
DEATH SCANDAL

By Lynda McEwan

Scotland has the highest
drug-related deaths in the EU.
Over 1,100 people died in
2018, up a massive 27% on the
previous year with the vast
majority, almost 900, being
men over-35.
It’s no coincidence that the

highest levels are concen-
trated in the poorest areas
such as Glasgow, Dundee and
parts of Lothian and that in
comparison more affluent
areas such as East Dunbarton-
shire have the lowest levels. 
Elinor Dickie of Public

Health Scotland said that
problematic drug use is 17
times higher in Scotland’s
poorest areas compared to the
wealthiest.
Poverty is the driving force

behind most social ills and
this sharp rise in drug use and
death is no exception.
The Scottish government

has taken its usual progres-
sive-appearing stance and has
appointed a Drug Death Task-
force which is calling for the
introduction of drug con-
sumption facilities based on
the Portuguese model of tack-
ling illegal drug use.
Whilst any policy that would

reduce these needless deaths
is welcome, more must be
done to prevent people turn-
ing to drugs in the first place.
This is also a startling dis-

play of hypocrisy from the
SNP who were warned by ex-
perts in 2016 that the £15 mil-
lion cuts to drugs services they
were implementing would re-
sult in this increase in deaths.
They also closed needle ex-

changes in Dundee, leaving
addicts at risk of infection and
all of the complications which
arise from sharing needles.
The SNP-led Scottish gov-

ernment has repeatedly de-

layed taking full responsibility
for the welfare system in Scot-
land meaning vicious Tory
policies like universal credit
and benefit sanctions con-
tinue to push already vulnera-
ble people further into
poverty, debt, homelessness
and, in many cases, worsening
drug use.
Tory, Labour and SNP coun-

cils in Scotland have made
huge cuts to social work and
addiction services over the
years. Some areas such as
Alexandria in West Dunbar-
tonshire have seen their social
work department closed and
moved to a neighbouring
town, making it almost impos-
sible for addicts to access ser-
vices. 

end austerity

A mass mobilisation linked
to the trade unions and work-
ing class communities could
demand an end to Tory auster-
ity by setting no cuts budgets
to win the increased funding
needed to tackle not only this
immediate problem but to
also fund the building of really
good council housing, free,
fully-funded education, pro-
vide skilled jobs on a living
wage and overhaul the bene-
fits system to provide fairer
and more dignified benefits.
Massive public investment

is needed in the NHS and in
addiction research also.
All of these measures are ur-

gently necessary to remove the
conditions created under cap-
italism which pushes people
into drug use in the first place.
Decriminalisation might

save some lives but without a
determined fight against the
root causes of drug addiction,
combined with compassion-
led treatment options, Scot-
land will continue to witness
drug related deaths.

      g support for independence  
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Gary Clark

Branch secretary,

Scotland No. 2 branch CWU

Postal workers represented
by the CWU are heading for
strike action against a newly
installed, openly anti-union
management. A strike ballot is
being held with the result
known in early October. 
Just over a year ago, the Four

Pillars agreement was signed.
It was viewed by almost every-
one as a victory for the CWU.
One that would lead to a pe-
riod of reasonable stability in
a newly privatised Royal Mail
and which included a path to
a 35-hour week.
In addition there was a re-

view into the culture within
Royal Mail, with joint visits to
units to review what was going
on in the workplace.
But what has become clear

to every single postal worker is
that the bullying culture
within Royal Mail has past
breaking point. 
Hardly a week goes by with-

out a workplace across the UK
not taking some form of action
– either official or unofficial –
to defend our members
against the extremes of man-
agement actions.
It’s not uncommon for them

to push our members beyond
breaking point. Some of the

behaviours of management
are beyond contempt.
It was reported this week

that one member was signed
off sick and on their second
day off he was visited by a
manager. When the member
said he was too ill to speak this
was met with: “You Fucking
Liar”. This is not an uncom-
mon type of behaviour around
the country.
It is not a case of one or two

rogue managers, it is
widespread. It’s more unusual
to find a reasonable manager
than it is to find a bully. As
such, the time for us to fight
this on a unit by unit basis is
now over. It must be taken up
on a national level.
Since the Four Pillars was

signed we have seen a com-
plete change in the national
senior management team who
signed off on the agreement.
The old CEO Moyà Greene has
been replaced with Rico Back,
who came from GLS – a parcel
company in Europe owned by
Royal Mail.
He has never recognised

trade unions and was paid £6
million as a welcome, despite
already being employed by the
Royal Mail group. 
Some of his first actions

were to replace the so-called
“doves” who negotiated the
Four Pillars, with the so-called
“hawks” who where sidelined

during the dispute. Even they
have now been removed from
the company and a new group
of senior managers have come
in. None have any history of
dealing with a trade union, so
it look like the vultures have
replaced the hawks

Job losses

Royal Mail have announced
their 5 year plan. The new par-
cel plan and the building of
three new parcels hubs will
mean around 20,000 job losses
across the UK. Parcelforce is to
be a new separate limited
company.
The membership are to be

TUPE across to the new com-
pany. This is clearly a major
danger to the whole of our
membership as it will mean, if
not overturned, the start of the

complete break-up of Royal
Mail. It therefore must be
fought. If Parcelforce was to
go, what’s to stop the breaking
up of the company piece by
piece?
In the words of Deputy Gen-

eral Secretary Postal Terry
Pullinger, the mood and words
are showing all the signs that
we are heading towards a na-
tional dispute.
Royal Mail want the postal

worker to work at 100%, 100%
of the time. This is completely
impossible and would mean
running our members into the
ground.
We are heading towards a

dispute. A fight that will be
about whose interests the
business is run. Is it for big
business and the vultures of
capitalism or about providing
a public service?
We now must be visiting

every single workplace, speak-
ing to our membership and
preparing them for the fight
ahead. 
We must make it clear to

management they too are
heading for a fight where there
will be only one winner – and
that will be the union.
We took on all the previous

CEOs and chased them away.
We should prepare to hit them
hard right away, if we require
to, with action over and above
a 24-hour stoppage
It’s not enough for us to

campaign for Labour to rena-
tionalise Royal Mail, we must
go further and call for all the
senior management to be
completely removed as they
have no interest in running a
public service. 
We need complete workers’

and community control of the
once great Royal Mail.

Royal Mail workers
to ballot for national
strike action 

Alistair Tice
Yorkshire Socialist Party

Chanting "No ifs, no buts,
no Asda cuts", around 1,000
Asda workers, members of the
GMB trade union, marched on
Asda House in Leeds on 14 Au-
gust to protest against imposi-
tion of a new contract called
Contract 6. (see picture oppo-
site)
Workers came from as far as

London, Bristol and Scotland
to demonstrate against what
they described as manage-
ment intimidation to force
them to sign up to a 'Martini'
contract, allowing bosses to

force staff to work "any time,
any place, anywhere". In re-
turn for being forced to work
bank holidays, paid breaks
being scrapped, cuts to holi-
day entitlement, slashing of
night shift pay, and shifts
being changed at four weeks'
notice, workers are being
'bribed' with a wage increase
to £9 an hour and report being
threatened with the sack if
they don't sign up!
The Walmart empire, the

biggest company in the world
that made £129 billion profit
last year! However, for the pre-
dominantly part-time, low-
paid and mainly female
workforce, it is the threat of

shift days and hours being
changed that is the main
worry when so many have
built their work lives around
family, children and caring re-
sponsibilities.
The door to the imposition

of this Contract 6 was opened
last year when the union did
not oppose the introduction of
the very similar, supposedly
voluntary, ‘Your Choice’.
But with only three months

to go to the imposition of Con-
tract 6 in November, the union
has not even started an indus-
trial action ballot of its 30,000
members. While only 20-25%
of Asda workers are in the
union, many stores have 80-

90% union membership
where a ballot could be won
and strike action would leave
shelves empty and check-outs
unstaffed. In the cut-throat

world of supermarket wars, it
wouldn't be long before Asda
was losing customers and
profits and could be forced to
back down.

Asda workers reject Martini contract
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trade union news

Chris Sermanni
Glasgow City Unison 

The dust is finally beginning
to settle in Glasgow after thou-
sands of working-class women
beat the bosses in the City
Chambers and secured a long
and hard-fought victory in
their historic battle for equal
pay. (see picture above)
All but a handful of

claimants have now returned
their paperwork and been
paid, with thousands receiving
life changing sums.
At the root of Glasgow’s

shameful pay debacle was the
botched implementation of a
job evaluation scheme in 2006.
In order to address the injus-
tices of the past, Glasgow City
Council has to roll out a new

pay and grading scheme that is
equality proofed, and makes
the necessary adjustments to
the pay of thousands of its
workers.
It is estimated that this will

cost the council millions of
pounds more to address. One
way to offset some of this
would be to ‘rob Peter to pay
Pauline’ or, in other words,
lower the pay of workers in
predominantly male roles to
increase the pay of those
workers in predominantly fe-
male roles. 
The continued austerity

agenda of Westminster, passed
on without a fight by the Scot-
tish Government, means that
local authorities are faced with
budget cuts year-on-year.
Rather than set no-cuts

budgets and fight for in-
creased resources for the city
as advocated consistently by
Glasgow City Unison, among
others, Labour, SNP and Green
councillors have slashed tens
of millions of pounds from its
spending for numerous years.
This is scheduled to continue,
with no end in sight.
Consequently, the council

are faced with the prospect of
an increased wage bill, repay-
ments on the debt taken out to
repay the workers, and their
usual slice of Tory austerity on
top. 
The precedent set by Birm-

ingham City Council high-
lights the very real danger that
workers' terms and conditions
will be attacked to offset the fi-
nancial burden.
Birmingham have had to

pay out £1.25 billion to settle
thousands of equal pay claims.
This initially led to selling off
assets – and leaving workers to
the mercy of the private buyers
– but then led to an assault on
services, most notably the ‘re-
forms’ the council tried to im-
pose on the bin workers in
2017.
This led to a largely success-

ful strike by Unite and UNI-
SON members, which forced
the bosses back.
Trade unionists and social-

ists in Glasgow will redouble
our efforts to hold off any at-
tack on workers' terms and
conditions, any proposal to
slash services and continue
the fight to build a genuine no-
cuts, anti-austerity and social-
ist alternative in the city. 

Have you got some news for us?

The paper of Socialist Party Scotland
E-mail: info@socialistpartyscotland.org.uk 

Website: www.socialistpartyscot-
land.org.uk

Editor: Philip Stott

Join Socialist Party Scotland
VISIT www.socialistpartyscotland.org.uk click on
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FACEBOOK Socialist Party Scotland
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After the equal pay victory fight
the new round of Glasgow cuts

Pharmacy workers’ strike

Wayne Scott

Around 40 Unite members
who work as Pharmacy Sup-
port Workers for NHS Tayside
have began an all-out strike
today. These heroic workers
voted 100% on a 90% turnout
to strike for grading and pay
justice. 
The dispute centres on the

scandalous fact that this key
group of workers are the low-
est paid in NHS Tayside. 
They are fighting for their

band two grading to be in-
creased to a band three. For
more than a decade, the sup-
port workers have been taking
on increased roles and re-
sponsibilities in the dispens-
ing and delivery of
prescriptions. 
In part, this also reflects the

“filtering down” of roles from
higher paid grades to lower
grades as part of NHS cost-
cutting by health bosses. Their
role is unrecognisable from 15
years ago when under Agenda
for Change they were banded
amongst the lowest paid. 
For ten years the workers

have been fighting for justice,
yet time and again been re-
fused a re-grading. Even
though it's obvious to all that
they deserve to be paid more
for the work they do. 
As the Unite strike leaflet

the pickets were distributing
explained: “We want Tayside
to acknowledge our duties,
pay us a fair wage, and fix their
process so no one will have to
go through what we have.”
We brought the 100% sup-

port and solidarity from So-
cialist Party Scotland and
Young Socialists - Young

Workers Rights' campaign to
the picket lines. 
Our members in the trade

unions locally and nationally
have already being raising this
issue and will do all we can to
build solidarity for the strik-
ers. Our solidarity leaflet was
also enthusiastically received
by the pickets.
One of the points we made

in the leaflet was how reminis-
cent this strike is with the
Dundee hospital porters strike
in 2015. Then it was a regrad-
ing issue and again Unite was
the union involved. 
An all-out 13 week-long

strike concluded with a win
for the porters who were re-
graded after a bitter struggle
with NHS Tayside bosses. 
As we commented: “Their

victory was one for deter-
mined and resolute working-
class action and militant trade
unionism. It is also a defiant
challenge to the so-called
“partnership working” model
advocated by right-wing trade
union leaders in the NHS.” 
Today the Unite members

taking action are facing the
same hard-nosed attitude by a
health board and top man-
agers who are trying to axe al-
most £200 million from the
NHS Tayside budget over the
next four years. 
This will mean large num-

bers of NHS staff facing at-
tacks on pay, increased
workload and ongoing
chronic under-staffing. Coor-
dinated strike action by NHS
unions across Tayside and in-
deed Scotland to fight the on-
slaught against the NHS
should be built as a matter of
urgency.

Unite picket line at Ninewells hospital, Dundee
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By Niall Mulholland

Committee for a Workers’

International

August 2019 marked fifty
years since troops were de-
ployed on the streets of Derry
and Belfast by the British
Labour government of Prime
Minister Harold Wilson.
The capitalist establishment

described it at the time as a tem-
porary measure to stop
widespread riots and pogroms.
Yet troops would patrol the
streets of Northern Ireland for
the next 28 years.
Establishment commentators

marked the half-century by
wringing their hands over the
impossible situation facing the
army trying to keep apart two
'warring tribes' - the Catholic
pro-Irish unity nationalists and
republicans, and the Protestant
pro-UK unionists and loyalists.
But the road to August 1969
shows that the possibility ex-
isted of successful united work-
ing-class struggle.
Following the bloody parti-

tion of Ireland by British impe-
rialism in the early 1920s -
carried out primarily to cut
across national and social revo-
lutionary movements - the mi-
nority Catholics in the new
Northern Ireland state found
themselves second-class citi-
zens. They suffered systematic
discrimination in jobs and
housing, the repressive 'Special
Power Act', and were partly dis-
enfranchised by Unionist gerry-
mandering of electoral
constituencies.
By the late 1960s, Catholics

were no longer prepared to ac-
cept the half-century of Union-
ist misrule. The youth were
inspired by the black civil rights
struggles in the United States, as
well as the global anti-Vietnam
War movement and revolution-
ary events in France in May
1968. At first, a few hundred
took to the streets of Northern
Ireland, demanding an end to
discrimination, and jobs and
housing for all.

October ‘68

In Derry, on 5 October 1968, a
protest - mainly made up of left-
wing organisations, including
the Derry Labour Party, and its
youth wing, the Derry Young So-
cialists - ignored a Stormont
government ban on demonstra-
tions. It was brutally attacked by
the Royal Ulster Constabulary
(RUC).
The baton-wielding police

were caught by TV cameras, ig-
niting fury among Catholics
across the North. Overnight, the
civil rights struggle became a
mass movement.

Left and socialist ideas were
strong in the Derry Labour Party
and Young Socialists. They not
only opposed Unionist misrule,
but also the conservative Na-
tionalist Party that had failed to
win any meaningful reforms for
mistreated Catholics.
The Derry Labour Party and

Young Socialists recognised that
while Catholics suffered from
institutionalised discrimina-
tion, the Protestant working
class also faced widespread
poverty and joblessness, and
also suffered from the extreme
shortage of public housing.
In the months leading up to

August 1968, the labour and
trade union movement had the
opportunity to lead the civil
rights struggle on a clear class

basis, uniting Catholic and
Protestant workers. But the
timid, conservative leadership -
including that of the Northern
Ireland Labour Party, which at-
tracted Protestants and
Catholics - stood aside from the
gathering maelstrom of mass
protests and riots.
They merely called for calm

and welcomed the too little, too
late 'reforms' by the rotten
Unionist government. This
handed the initiative to middle-
class nationalist forces in the
civil rights movement, who op-
posed socialist and working-
class ideas and slogans.
Allowing the civil rights strug-

gle to be cast largely in terms of
rights only for Catholics was a
boon for bigoted demagogues

like Ian Paisley. Diehard loyalists
would always oppose the grant-
ing of any civil rights, but Paisley
and his cohorts were given
room to whip up wider sectar-
ian hatreds by depicting the civil
rights movement as against the
interests of Protestants.
The potential for developing

the left wing within the civil
rights movement was exempli-
fied by the courageous figure of
the young Bernadette Devlin.
She defeated a Unionist in 1969
to win the Mid Ulster Westmin-
ster MP seat.
Her People's Democracy

party, formed by left-wing stu-
dents at Queens University
Belfast, attracted thousands of
young Catholics including
working-class youth, and a layer

of middle-class Protestant stu-
dents.
However, many of the left civil

rights leaders were beset with
ultra-left and confused ideas.
They tended to adapt to rival
leaders' policies and vacillate
under pressure, rather than
consistently put forward a clear
class position and tactics.
Some agitated for the capital-

ist-dominated UN to send
'peace forces' to the North. But
like the British Army, UN troops
would primarily be there to pro-
tect big business, private prop-
erty and capitalist law and
order.
Supporters and future sup-

porters of Militant - the then
name for Committee for a Work-
ers' International groups in Ire-

      
     
    

    
   
     
      
     

    
      

     
   
   

    
   
    

    
   

    
   

 

  
     

      
   
    

 
    

     
     
    
    
   
    
    
   

    
     
   
      

   

    
    
     

    
    

    
     
    

   
      

   
   

     
    

   
    
    

     
  

  
    

     
     
    
    

   
    
    
   
    
     

 

   
     
    
     
   
   

   
   
 

    
    
   

   
    

   
    
   

    
     
    

      
   

      
    
    

      
     

   
    

   

    
     
    

      
    
     
    

    
   

   
    

    
   
     

    
   

  
      
   

     
    

    
       

 
    
   

     
     
    
    

   
  
     

   
 
     
     

   
    
     

   

    
   
    

     
    
     
     
    
  
    
   
      

     
      
    

     
     
 
    

     
   

    
     
     
     

     
    
     

      
  
      

   
     
   

     
   

   

50 YEARS SINCE TROOPS WERE    
August 1969: the ‘ba     

Local residents in the Bogside, Derry defended their communities against police and Loyalist attacks
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land and Britain - played an im-
portant role in the Derry Young
Socialists, but our forces were
too small to influence events.
A recently declassified police

file, published in the Derry Jour-
nal of 2 July 2019, shows the
RUC was quite accurate in its
assessment of the political bal-
ance of forces in the civil rights
movement.
In a 4 July 1969 intelligence

memo requested by Northern
Ireland's home affairs minister,
Robert Porter, RUC county in-
spector David Johnston sur-
mised that three elements vied
for control of the movement:
"the Nationalists; the Derry
moderates of the Action Com-
mittee; and the People's
Democracy Trotskyites."

Notably, Johnston found
"Betty Sinclair & Co" - Sinclair
was a leading member of the re-
formist Communist Party of
Northern Ireland - a "reckon-
able force."
Although the IRA hardly ex-

isted at the time, following the
failure of its armed 'border cam-
paign' in the 1950s, Johnston
added that the "official Repub-
lican Movement... IRA, Sinn
Féin and the Republican Clubs,"
were playing an "active role."
Albeit disparaging, the RUC

officer showed the class poten-
tial of the civil rights' struggle:
"In composition the Movement
was and is Catholic, but in the
beginning a Protestant sprin-

kling of idealists and do-good-
ers presented a broader facade.
This has now largely been shed,
however, apart from an element
of radical Socialists and Com-
munists.
"At grass roots the Movement

has now crystallised into the fa-
miliar 'green' composed of Re-
publicans and Nationalists, but
still, as I have said, containing a
vociferous minority grouping of
Trotskyites or Revolutionary So-
cialists."
As 1969 wore on, especially in

the lead-up to the Protestant
Orange 'marching season', a
backlash against the civil rights
struggle led to sectarian ten-
sions. The prospect of the an-
nual 15,000-strong Protestant
'Apprentice Boys' parade
marching past the Catholic Bog-
side in Derry raised the spectre
of a pogrom and sectarian fight-
ing spreading across the North.
In Derry, a citizens' defence

committee was established. In
areas of Belfast, local 'vigilante'
and 'defence' groups sprung up,
often involving both Catholics
and Protestants in 'mixed areas'
aiming to keep bigots out of
their communities.

The right-wing trade union
and labour leaders failed to cap-
italise on these grassroots initia-
tives. They made no effort to
bring together genuine defence
groups with organised labour,
community groups and tenants'
associations into a powerful
anti-sectarian force.
On 12 August, Derry Labour

Party and Young Socialists at-
tempted to restrain Bogside
youth, but inevitably stones
were thrown at Apprentice Boys
marchers. Fighting ensued, and
the RUC launched a full-scale
attack against the Bogside.

Uprising

What became known as the
"Battle of the Bogside" was a
two-day uprising by the working
class and youth of the area. They
erected barricades and rained
down a hail of stones and petrol
bombs on the RUC's repeated
attempts to invade. Catholics in
other parts of the North took to
the streets to stretch the police.
Under pressure from mass

anger in the South, the
taoiseach (Irish prime minister),

Jack Lynch, said his government
would not "stand idly by." Irish
military field hospitals were to
be set up across the border from
Derry in Donegal. Although a
token act, this was enough to
enrage Protestant feelings in the
North.
With the ill-trained and ill-

equipped RUC facing defeat,
the Unionist Northern Ireland
government called up the noto-
rious B-Specials, an armed, big-
oted Protestant police reserve.
This posed the prospect of a
bloodbath in the Bogside lead-
ing to civil war.
Britain's Wilson government

decided to act to stop this pos-
sibility, deploying troops onto
the streets of Derry. Given the
historic crimes visited upon Ire-
land by British imperialist rule,
it is clear this was not done on
humanitarian grounds.
Civil war would have de-

stroyed trade, private property
and the economy in Ireland -
and with it, bosses' profits. Con-
flict would have spread to
British cities with sizeable Irish
populations. Anger among the
large Irish-American population
would have led to demands for
a damaging economic boycott
of Britain.
As it became clear that troops

were not going to invade the
Bogside, a temporary uneasy
calm descended on Derry. In
Belfast it was a different matter,
with fierce sectarian rioting
erupting.
The RUC fired machine gun

rounds indiscriminately in the
Catholic Falls Road. Seven peo-
ple were killed in the fighting
and over 700 injured. Entire
streets were burnt out and resi-
dents forced to flee their homes.
British troops were also then
stationed in Belfast.
Many civil rights leaders wel-

comed the deployment of
troops. Many on the Left, in Ire-
land and Britain, gave way par-
tially or fully to the mood of
support for the army's presence.
In contrast, Militant gave a clear
class position and took a princi-
pled stand.
The headline of the Septem-

ber issue of the monthly Mili-
tant newspaper demanded the
withdrawal of the troops. Mili-
tant warned: "The call made for
the entry of the British troops
will turn to vinegar in the
mouths of some of the civil
rights leaders. The troops have
been sent to impose a solution
in the interests of British and Ul-
ster big business."
It was not the army but the

actions of working-class people
taking to the streets across the
North that stemmed conflict
and stopped a descent into full-
scale civil war. 

.....continued on Page 10

    E SENT TO NORTHERN IRELAND
   attle of the Bogside’ 

             

British troops stayed in Northern Ireland for decades after 1969, photo Jeanne Boleyn

It was not the army but the
actions of working-class peo-
ple taking to the streets
across the North that
stemmed conflict and stopped
a descent into full-scale civil
war.

“”



thesocialist
youth and students

10 www.socialistpartyscotland.org.uk - June/July 2019 

William Campbell
Aberdeen Socialist Students

This autumn many students
from across the UK will be
starting their higher and fur-
ther education in colleges and
universities. The news of stu-
dents earning lower pass
rates in Scotland in Highers is
a symptom of the larger prob-
lem of SNP cuts to the educa-
tion system and pressure on
teaching staff to keep up with
demands arising from in-
creased workload. 
This coupled with the cuts

to youth services, jobs and
widespread usage of zero-
hour contracts have meant
narrower prospects for stu-
dents who haven’t be given a
place in already limited
courses in higher education.  
Clearly when left to the To-

ries, the Scottish govern-
ment and private companies,
none of them are up to the
task of offering a brighter fu-
ture to young people. 
Only a radical socialist pro-

gramme that orientates to the
needs of workers and young
people rather than profit,
backed by a mass movement
of workers and youth, can de-
liver much-needed prospects
for those wanting to learn a
trade or enter education.
Students in Scotland on av-

erage leave university with a

debt of £13,000 . The reforma-
tion of higher education into a
money-making racket by
managements has led to uni-
versities and colleges using
other means to increase the
overall cost of attending
higher education, thus stu-
dents having to apply for the
maximum loans offered to
cover living expenses. 
Increases in the cost of

rented accommodation
owned by the university can
be more expensive than pri-
vate rented sector in some
areas of the country, with Ed-
inburgh and Aberdeen being
the highest. 
This also led to the number

of students having to work
longer and longer weekly
hours to cover these costs,
which often erode the recom-
mended studying time of 35
hours a week. 

privateers

Privateers profit on many
campuses such as UWS, where
staff face hundreds of redun-
dancies. Students and staff
need to fight together against
these cuts. 
The ever-increasing finan-

cial burden from both fees and
living costs continues to
squeeze out students from
working-class backgrounds
out of higher education. For as

long as the current system of
marketisation of higher edu-
cation continues, the total stu-
dent debt in the UK will
continue to rise. 
To fully combat this broken

system would firstly require a
mass mobilisation of workers
and young people in support
of socialist policies which took
power away from corporate,
capitalist-controlled minority
and handed to working class
and young people. 
To rebuild society under a

centrally planned, democrati-
cally controlled economy, in-
cluding that of public services
such as higher education. 
Where education is demo-

cratically run by teaching staff
and students to lift people out
of poverty and transform soci-
ety from a profit-driven circus
for the 1% to a socialist society
that meets the needs of all
workers and young people.

-

Join Socialist Students
and fight for a future

.....continued from page 9

Shop stewards in the large
factories and workplaces fol-
lowed the lead of shipyard
shop stewards, who called a
mass meeting which voted for
a brief strike opposing con-
flict. In this context, Militant
advocated armed trade union-
based defence forces.

labour

Rather than support these
initiatives and coordinate
them, the labour and trade
union leaders applauded the
Unionist regime's measly re-

forms and called for the street
barricades to be taken down.
This abdication of leadership
helped provide space for other
emerging forces.
The Provisional IRA

('Provos') split from the Offi-
cial IRA a few months later, cit-
ing the failure of the
leadership to offer any
widespread defence of
Catholic areas in August. 
Loyalist paramilitary organ-

isations like the UDA and UVF
soon set about their murder-
ous sectarian campaigns.
The failure of Northern Ire-

land Labour Party leaders to
offer a socialist alternative, in-
stead taking a one-sided, pro-

Unionist position, saw the ef-
fective demise of that party in
the 1970s. 
New sectarian-based parties

came to prominence. A British

army curfew of the Lower Falls
in the summer of 1970 marked
the end of any lingering
Catholic honeymoon with the
troops. 
Many on the Left who previ-

ously supported British troops
being deployed became cheer-
leaders for the Provos' armed
campaign.
From the start, Militant

warned that the Provos' divi-
sive campaign of individual
terror, based on a minority
within a minority of the popu-
lation, would alienate Protes-
tant workers, deepen sectarian
divisions, and fail to achieve
republican aims.
August 1969 was a serious

setback for the working class.
Half a century on, the 'peace
process' sees society still di-
vided along sectarian lines,
and the power-sharing North-
ern Ireland Assembly sus-
pended for over two years.
Brexit, the 'backstop', and a
possible future 'border poll',
all indicate how overcoming
sectarian divisions remains in-
soluble under capitalism.
As in 1969, only by building

a mass party of the working
class with socialist policies can
workers defeat the Green and
Orange bosses, overcome sec-
tarianism, and lead the fight
for a socialist transformation
of society.

Socialist Students campaigns to end cuts and to build a mass
student movement that links up with the trade unions to fight
for socialist policies.

August 1969: ‘The battle of the Bogside’, 50 years on

The labour and trade union
movement had the opportu-
nity to lead the civil rights
struggle on a clear class
basis, uniting Catholic and
Protestant workers... but
stood aside.

“”

Socialist Students Scotland demands:
l For the Scottish government to implement ‘living grants’ for all, scrap the
loan system and write off all student debt. 
l Rent control in university owned accommodation, as well as across public
and private rented accommodation. Kick the private vultures out of education. 
l Abolish tuition fees for all, free, fully publicly funded education from nursery
to university. No to a graduate tax. 
l Build  a mass campaign of workers, students and youth organised through
student's unions and associations linking up with the trade unions to bring
down the Tories. For a Corbyn government with socialist policies. 
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analysis

Ronnie Stevenson
Glasgow

A recent editorial in the
Economist began with: “Look-
ing for meaning in financial
markets is like looking for pat-
terns in a violent sea. The in-
formation that emerges is the
product of buying and selling
by people with all their contra-
dictions”. 
The overwhelming mood of

these people - the bankers, the
investors, the so-called fi-
nance experts - is anxiety. 
The lowering of interest

rates means now that some
lenders are using negative
rates, meaning the borrowers
have to pay less back than they
borrowed – madness to you
and me. 
The interest rates on gov-

ernment bonds for a ten-year
period are now below the two-
year rates, a phenomenon
which has been a precursor to
recession in the US over the
past 100 years. 
The markets, depending as

they do on people's reaction
to their reading of the signs
they observe are complex and,
because of the comparison
with gambling, just as hit or a
miss. 
Meanwhile despite what

some political leaders seeking
votes in elections say, none of
the richest economies in the
world are reporting strong
economic growth. In fact they
report economic prospects
which are far from rosy. 
There are also tensions be-

tween governments, the cen-

tral banks, the stock ex-
changes and big business
about what is the best way for-
ward. 
The markets are reflecting

the uncertainty and often
show a retreat away from in-
vestment, despite the low in-
terest rates being set by the
Central banks. 
Recent reports in the seri-

ous journals of big business
around the world tell a differ-
ent story from the politicians.
Germany, the powerhouse

of the European economy, re-
cently reported that imports
climbed more than expected
in June whilst exports were al-
most flat. This and the trade
surplus falling and other poor
data have signalled that the
world’s fourth largest econ-
omy may be teetering on the
edge of recession.  
A similar picture is emerg-

ing in France. Industrial pro-
duction dropped 2.3%
month-on-month in June. Bil-
lions of Euros of tax cuts have
failed to stimulate household
consumption, causing a dip in
the economic growth. The net
result is that fears for a reces-
sion in Europe are deepening.

trade wars

In the US, Trump's increase
in tariffs with all the major
trading blocs around the
world have set off trading
wars, particularly with China. 
These conflicts have set off

sharp falls in financial markets
around the world. It has in-
creased prices for the Ameri-

can people which contributed
to lower spending. In turn this
puts pressure on US business
which invests less. Despite
Trump’s claims about contin-
uing growth in the American
economy a trade war will have
the opposite effect. 
We should remember

Trump’s claims about increas-
ing the income of people in
America really only applies to
the richest 1%. The vast major-
ity in the US have seen no in-
crease in spending power. In
fact taken with all his other
policies, cutting welfare, edu-
cation spending etc, has led to
a fall in living standards.
In Britain, the threat of re-

cession hangs over the econ-
omy despite Johnson’s
declared intention to put
“rocket boosters” under the
economy. 
The uncertainty of a no-deal

Brexit or the current negoti-
ated deal plays its part. The re-
cent contraction in Gross
Domestic Product reflected a
weaker than expected perfor-
mance in almost every part of
the economy, with a sharp fall
in manufacturing and con-
struction output, a renewed
slump in business investment
and barely positive growth in
the service sector.
In Britain, Brexit has driven

a wedge between big business
and the Tories - the party
which they see as their safe
pair of hands to run the coun-
try. In the US, the economic
policies of Trump are in direct
conflict with the Federal Re-
serve.
We could go to virtually any

country in the world and sim-
ilar types of conflicts between
the “leaders” is present. Even
in China the rate of growth of
the economy has fallen dra-
matically.
Into this economic stagna-

tion has been thrown the
Trump initiated imposition of
tariffs and the breaking of
decades old trade agreements
between the US and major
trading blocs throughout the
world. 
Trade wars introduce an-

other major source of uncer-
tainty for business in the
decisions they make about in-
vesting, the engine of eco-
nomic growth. 
More importantly workers

are the major victims of trade
wars. In the US and China they
are suffering increased prices
but also actual job losses and
wage cuts. (More on the US-
China Trade war at
www.socialismtoday.org)
There is nothing more that

big business dislikes than un-
certainty. It can add to the
mood of anxiety and the
greater chance of a recession
in the next few months/years.

joyless recovery

The “joyless recovery” expe-
rienced by the working class
globally since the 2007/08 cri-
sis could just be the pre-cursor
to a new downturn before
long.    
The victims will be the

working class and the begin-
nings of fightback we are al-
ready seeing could intensify.
In addition the numbers see-
ing capitalism - the private
ownership of the global pro-
ductive forces - as the problem
will increase in the wake of
new world crisis. 
The future of humanity and

the planet depends on the po-
litical character of that fight-
back. Clearly the insipid
reaction of a majority of the
leaders of the trade unions to
the crisis, and the various po-
litical parties to which the
working class give their alle-
giance, is no match for the
depth of the crisis. 
Fighting socialist policies

that offer a complete rupture
from the capitalist market are
essential. Public ownership,
democratic workers’ control
and socialist planning is cru-
cial. It will become increas-
ingly obvious that only
fundamental socialist change
is the key to a decent future for
humanity.  

Is the world economy heading for a crash?

A Royal Eviction 
The Crown Estate, a prop-

erty portfolio owned by the
Queen, has been evicting peo-
ple. It wanted to sell the prop-
erties for profit.
Since 2014, she's made £1.1

billion in property sales. Over
100 tenants were evicted 2014-
18.
And there have been 100

complaints about the state of
her stock since 2017. She even
received £250,000 paid via
housing benefit.
We need rent control to cap

rents. The construction com-
panies and massive landlords
should have their resources
nationalised under the demo-
cratic control of the working
class, so everyone can be given
somewhere cheap and suit-
able to live.

School Students can strike....once a year
In a profoundly undemo-

cratic move, Edinburgh coun-
cil, a Labour/SNP coalition,
has voted to restrict school
walkouts to once a year. 
Since March, school stu-

dents in Edinburgh have been
taking part in monthly walk-
outs to protest the threat to
the environment and govern-
ment inaction. Now the coun-
cil has said striking for more
than one day a year will mean
young people are taking an
“unauthorised absence” from
school. 
Quite rightly young activists

have responded with a defiant
message: "We will keep strik-
ing no matter what and we will
keep challenging the council
on this."  

Scottish Green membership drops
Scottish Green membership

has fallen by 30% since 2015,
despite the growing move-
ment on the environment. 
Scottish Green MSPs have

supported SNP cuts budgets at
Holyrood years. The result is
deep cuts to council budgets
and the slashing of public ser-
vices. The “anti-austerity’
Greens are being exposed by
their inaction.     

Recessionary fears are stalking the world economy
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Lucas Smith Grant
Aberdeen

A few weeks ago, I con-
ducted an interview in order
to gain insight and a personal
experience of being on Uni-
versal Credit. This personal
testimony does not simply
apply to Mr. X but is also a
story of many different people
and their experiences with the
system.
Mr. X left Job Seekers Al-

lowance in January and ap-
plied for Universal Credit,
which proved to be an abso-
lute nightmare. Mrs. X, who is
also on Universal Credit,
found it extremely demanding
as she struggled with technol-
ogy, a qualification that is ulti-
mately required to operate
within the system. 
Some of the documentation

required included a passport,
a driving license, a household
bill and any other form of
identification. 
The first time these docu-

ments were submitted they
were not accepted or recog-
nised by the system, the sec-
ond time these were met by
little success also.
Mr. X had to set up a second

account, which still met with
little success, he eventually
had to go to the job centre in
order to find help. In these
early days, he talks about the
intense feeling of getting the
run-around by this system, it

was a pure nightmare. 
When Mr. X finally got

through and was accepted,
then the work really began for
him. When a person is on Uni-
versal Credit, they must prove
they are searching for work
perpetually while they are on
the system, uploading CV’s
seemingly constantly and
must prove by method of cre-
ating logs which must account
for 35 hours a week of job
seeking. 
They must provide con-

stantly up to date records of
day to day activity. Mr. X, in
particular, has to do a lot of his
wife’s job seeking due to a lack
of confidence on computers
and a wrist injury sustained
earlier this year, this means
that Mr. X has to prepare 70
hours of logs per week. During
her recovery time, the Depart-
ment for Work and Pensions
assessed her as fit to do part-
time work, something that was
out of the question at the time,
this happened even with a
doctor’s line. 
Skills Development Scot-

land, Scotland’s national skills
agency, has been a great help
to him and his wife in building
these crucial skills. Along with
other public services such as
libraries most people on Uni-
versal Credit would run into
serious trouble, as many can-
not afford computers due to
the situation of unemploy-
ment, and with the small sum
of money available to those on

universal credit, buying such
an item is not feasible for
most. 
Mr. X stated categorically

just how much of a strain it is
for him, the people he knows
and everyone else working
through the trials and tribula-
tions of this system in order to
gain the means to live, not to
mention people with ad-
vanced and serious forms of
poor health that are struggling
to keep afloat. 

sanctions

He speaks about the tasks
that must be carried out on
UC with updating every day
and seeing a coach every few
weeks. He recalls a man in the
Job Centre who had not kept
up to date with his log who
had to be restrained as he had
become desperate for money
because it had been sanc-
tioned, which can be some of
the money or all of it. 
The sheer amount of job

seeking he undertakes every
day for him and his wife is
huge. He showed me the ma-
terials he uses, he has an al-
most full notepad of A4 paper
just for Universal Credit. He
also showed me a piece of
paper with 30 websites that he
uses for jobseeking that he ac-
cesses daily, as well as jobs
pages in local newspapers.
People are cracking under

the pressure and quite a few

people have committed sui-
cide. 
Socialist Party Scotland

campaigns for the scrapping
the Tories’ rotten Universal
Credit, replacing it with a
more humane system that
fully covers the cost of living
and does not require people to
jump through hoops in order
to receive the most basic of liv-
ing requirements, one that

does not penalise the poor for
being unemployed. 
We fight for a massive pro-

gramme of public investment
to create jobs, paying a living
wage and trade union rights
from day one. 
We must strive for a socialist

world providing jobs that will
be readily available in a demo-
cratically structured and cen-
trally planned economy. 

END UNIVERSAL CREDIT NIGHTMARE

YOUNG SOCIALISTS INSPIRED BY MARX FIGHT FOR UNIONS
Oisin Duncan and

William Campbell
Young Socialists, Scotland 

Members of the 'Young So-
cialists - Young Workers'
Rights' campaign met for a na-
tional day of action in Dundee
city centre on 6 August.
We demanded a minimum

wage of £10 an hour and the
scrapping of zero-hour con-
tracts. 
Our call on young workers

to join trade unions was met
with a warm response.
We teamed up to talk to

workers inside JD sports, Sub-
way, Burger King, McDonald's
and Home Bargains. 
One young worker in Sub-

way asked for a further hand-
ful of leaflets to hand out to

other members of staff and
hang up in the break room. We
then marched through the city
centre calling on young work-
ers to join the Young Socialists
and the fight for a proper liv-
ing wage.
After our activity we held a

discussion on the fundamen-
tals of Marxist economics, in-
troduced by Dundee Socialist
Party Scotland members Mad-
die, a fast food worker, and
Wayne, a factory worker.
We can see parallels with

"primitive accumulation" -
Marx's description of how
capitalists came to own the
means of production in the
first place - in Brazil's far-right
president Jair Bolsonaro open-
ing up increased logging in the
Amazon rainforest. 
And we can see a new global

capitalist crisis on the way in
both the trade war between
China and the US and the re-
lated stock market fluctua-
tions over the past days and
weeks.
But of course the most cen-

tral finding of Marx was that of
"surplus value." 
While at their job, workers

create more value through
their labour than they receive
back in their wages.
Where does this "surplus"

go? To the boss - who in Marx's
time might have reinvested
some in expanding produc-
tion. Nowadays the capitalists
are reluctant even to invest.
This relationship between

boss and worker creates a ten-
sion in the workplace which
expresses itself through class
struggle. 

The Socialist Party views
Marx's economic theories not
as academic pieces but as a
call to action, for the working

class to take hold of the eco-
nomic levers in society and
turn them to a democratic
plan of production...

Campaigning in Dundee
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Patryk Krayczuk
Glasgow Young Socialists 

July 2019  was the hottest
month ever recorded. That's
the word from the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration (NOAA), which
tallied up global land and sea
temperature recordings from
July and compared them to its
140-year data set, stretching
back to 1880. 
We are living through a cli-

mate catastrophe. That is the
stark conclusion from the re-
cent IPCC report, which shows
how big business control of
land means production for the
sole goal of short-term profit. 
And how this corporate con-

trol of land means the contin-
uation of the dominance of
fossil fuel industries, which are
dependent on the raw materi-
als that lead to deforestation
and desertification. 
The IPCC show Agriculture,

Forestry and other land use
activities accounted for
around 13% of CO2, 44% of
methane (CH4), and 82% of
nitrous oxide (N2O) emissions
from human activities globally

during 2007-2016. This means
increased global heating is
caused by endless pollution
that is a consequence of the
pursuit of profit of the capital-
ist system. This endless pollu-
tion is destroying the
local environment and ecosys-
tem as well as increasing
greenhouse gas level, destabil-
ising both the local, and global
climate. 
This destabilisation is lead-

ing to droughts, soil erosion,
wildfires and the shocking im-
ages of permafrost thawing in
the poles. 
This will directly cause out-

breaks of famine and hunger
as crop yields drop, increased
extreme-weather and natural
disasters, as well as the in-
creased inability to respond to
them. Reduced production
and profit will also hit the cap-
italist economy, driving eco-
nomic crisis as the world
burns around it.
The increased control over

the Amazon rainforest as a re-
sult of loosening regulations
by the far-right Bolsonaro in
Brazil has led to massive
amounts of destruction of the

Amazon rainforest. The loos-
ening of regulations has led to
control of land by mining and
agricultural corporations
which clear-cut the forest, in-
vade indigenous villages, mur-
der the indigenous people,
increase wildfire risk and de-
stroy the rainforest, and then
seep all the valuable resources
out of the land in their pursuit
of profits. 
The drama of record tem-

peratures this summer is epit-
omised by the shocking NASA
satellite images of an 84% in-
crease in forest fires in the
Amazon.  At the time of writ-
ing, the Amazon is ablaze
as São Paulo is plunged into
darkness in the middle of the
day. Bolsonaro looks on hap-
pily at our burning future -
more forest burned means for
him and the multi-national
corporations only more land
cleared for mining and agri-
culture, and more profits.
The report urges drastic

changes in land use and food
production in order to reduce
emissions but in reality you
cannot control what you do
not own in a capitalist system

based on private ownership.
Capitalists are rapacious in
accumulating land, in effect
future wealth at as low cost as
possible, to create the condi-
tions for investment,
to quickly exploit for profit. 
This is the driving force be-

hind right wing populists Bol-
sanaro plans to destroy large
swathes of the planet's lungs
in the Amazon rainforest and
even one reason behind
Trump’s crazed proposal to
buy Greenland from Denmark
to exploit mineral wealth and
drill away the natural re-
sources of Alaska. 
The IPCC reference the cli-

mate crimes of the bosses but
mainly outline individual so-
lutions including urging a re-
duction in food waste in the
advanced capitalist world. But
it is the working class families
struggling to survive who are
responsible for the cheap,
mass packaging of food items
in the supermarket giants?
How could we really radi-

cally change food production
sustainably? Under capitalism
the drive in agriculture has
been to 'get big or get out'.

This has been hugely environ-
mentally damaging from
being a net producer of green-
house gases, soil erosion, pol-
lution from agrichemicals and
damaging biodiversity. 
Eco-friendly 'cover crop-

ping' and 'no-till farming'
techniques can often build soil
quality while making farms a
carbon sink rather than emit-
ter. But as long as short-term
profit and the dictates of the
main food processing indus-
tries and retailers reign
supreme, the most eco-
friendly methods will not be a
priority.

socialist plan

Socialists advocate taking
the big landed estates and
tracts of land owned by
agribusiness into public own-
ership, along with the big food
production companies and re-
tail firms. This would allow the
development of sustainable
agriculture.
Under public ownership

the supply chains could be
opened up to link up a pub-
licly owned supermarket dis-
tribution network to corner
shops, etc. This, combined
with a nationalised financial
sector that could supply cheap
loans would massively relieve
some of the pressures on small
business owners in the sector
and would encourage fuller
integration with a socialist
plan.
Such a plan would attempt

to source as much produce
and goods in local areas in
order to reduce 'food miles',
meaning fresher produce and
less environmental impact.
Decisions on what to stock

would be made by local
elected committees represent-
ing shop workers, consumers
and representatives from the
wider food supply network,
with data on purchasing
habits, etc, used to help guide
discussions. 
This would eradicate much

of the wasteful duplication
that currently exists in the
food industry and give people
real, informed choices about
what we eat. Undoubtedly, our
relationship to food would
continue to develop once free
of the shackles that capitalism
places upon our lives.

THE BATTLE TO SAVE THE PLANET:
SOCIALIST CHANGE OR CLIMATE CATASTROPHE

School students have been striking since February to defend the planet against climate catastrophe 



The ruling BJP (Bharatiya
Janata Party) regime in India
has once again displayed its
contempt and aversion to
democracy. This regime had
been increasing its armed
forces to the tune of 35,000 in
the Kashmir valley (which is
already one of the most mili-
tarised regions in the world),
citing bogus 'terrorist' threats.
When the Rajya Sabha

(upper house of Indian parlia-
ment) convened, Home Min-
ister Amit Shah announced
from the floor that their
regime had decided to scrap
Articles 370 and 35A.
These articles gave 'special

status' to the region of Jammu
and Kashmir. The BJP govern-
ment also went on to propose
splitting the Kashmir state into
two Union Territories (UTs) -
Kashmir and Jammu as UTs,
with legislatures, and Ladakh
as a UT without a legislature.
This decision comes at a

time when the democratically
elected government of Jammu
and Kashmir has recently
been scrapped and Indian
Presidential rule imposed.
This regressive move was

also supported by other re-
gional parties like the Uttar
Pradesh-based Bahujan Samaj
Party (which claims to be a
party of the oppressed),
Andhra Pradesh's Telugu
Desam Party, etc.
The opposition, led by the

Indian National Congress with
the left parties - People's
Democratic Party in Kerala,
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
in Tamil Nadu, Marumalarchi
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
also in Tamil Nadu, and vari-
ous other parties, all protested
against this blatant attack on
the constitution. The Commu-
nist Party of India announced
protests in Delhi and burned
effigies of BJP leaders.
However, none of these par-

ties, including the Communist
Party, has stood for the na-
tional rights of Kashmiris.
Some of these parties are now
using the situation to oppose
BJP rule as nationalist ten-
sions in many states, particu-

larly in the south, have been
mounting over recent years.
These tensions flow from

the attempt of the BJP govern-
ment to create 'one country' -
introducing a sectarian na-
tional citizen registration for
'checking genuine Indian citi-
zenship', one taxation system
and one language - which has
faced huge opposition. But the
BJP's attempt to 'integrate
India' is destined to fail as
India has never been one na-
tion state.
The support for the govern-

ment's move by a section of
the liberal media also exposes
the deluded stance of Indian
liberals who believe Kashmir
'belongs' to India. 
This lays bare the fact that

even after 70 years of indepen-
dence, Indian politicians have
only replaced the British rulers
with local rulers who have
utter disregard for the people.
While the present crisis has

been created by the ruling BJP,
Congress created the mecha-
nisms that the BJP is using
now to suppress the national
rights of the people of Kash-

mir. The confused stance of
the various left parties and
their failure to address the na-
tional question of this country
has also to an extent con-
tributed the current crisis.
The people of Kashmir have

lost thousands of lives in this
long drawn out conflict. The
BJP-led Indian state is now
preparing for the brutal sup-
pression of any opposition
that may emerge in Kashmir.

Renewed war

Of course they will also
blame this on Pakistan. The
Pakistani state in turn will use
this opportunity to whip up
patriotic support to cut across
the opposition to the ruthless
International Monetary Fund
demanded privatisations that
they are carrying out. Existing
tension at the border is likely
to escalate further, even into
an outright war between the
two nuclear-armed powers.
This could cause the loss of
lives of tens of thousands.
India is a prison house of na-

tionalities. Various regions
that were brought together
under British rule by force
have never established a real
union. The Congress party, be-
came the main culprit in the
recent past behind the brutal-
ity that exists in Kashmir. It’s
significant that various re-
gional parties and the so-
called left parties have come
forward to oppose the attack
on Kashmir. However, their
opposition is very limited.
Historically, both 'commu-

nist' parties - the CPI and CPI
(M) - have opposed the na-
tionality rights of the Kashmiri
people. Article 370 is defended
as it is part of the Indian con-
stitution. They never stood for
the right of the Kashmiri peo-
ple to self-determination de-
spite that right being included
in the initial pact of 1947.

self-determination

As socialists, we stand for
the right to self-determination
of the Kashmiri people. Of
course this demand cannot be
applied mechanically to the

whole region. Due to past his-
tory and the policy of divide
and rule - Kashmir is now di-
vided into many regions with
varying interests. The ruling
BJP government is trying to
further divide the region to
control and plunder wealth.
The fate of this region

should be determined by the
people living in it. This can
only be realised by linking up
the struggle of the workers,
peasants and poor in Kashmir,
India, Pakistan and other
countries in the region to end
the grip of capitalism and
landlordism once and for all.
The socialist transformation

of society will emancipate the
masses from oppression. 
Defending the national

rights of all oppressed peoples
in the region - whether it be in
Kashmir, other parts of India
and Pakistan or in Sri Lanka -
means struggling for a volun-
tary confederation of socialist
states on the basis of public
ownership and democratic
control to be able to plan and
share the resources in the re-
gion to the benefit of all.
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Kashmir: Stop the attack on democratic rights
The scrapping of Jammu and Kashmir's 'special status' and imposing brutal direct rule by Narendra Modi's right-
wing Hindu-nationalist BJP government, has significantly increased repression in Kashmir and ratcheted up
tension between the Indian and Pakistan governments. New Socialist Alternative, CWI section in India, and CWI
supporters in Pakistan have issued a joint statement condemning the BJP government's latest repressive move
and calling on the working class to defend democratic rights, including self-determination for the people of
Kashmir - a right that cannot be realised under capitalism but requires a socialist transformation of the sub-
continent. A shortened version of the statement is carried below.

Solidarity with Kashmir protest in London 
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work and income

� For trade union action for an immediate
£10 an hour minimum wage. No age
exemptions. For an annual increase in the
minimum wage, linked to average
earnings.

� Reject Workfare; for the right to decent
benefits, training or a job without
compulsion.

� A maximum 35-hour week without loss of
pay. 

� All workers, including part-timers, temps,
casual and migrant workers to have trade
union rates of pay, employment
protection, sickness and holiday rights
from the first day of employment. End
zero-hour contracts.  

� Scrap the anti-union laws. Build fighting
trade unions, democratically controlled by
their members.  Full-time officials should
be regularly elected and receive no more
than a worker’s wage. 

� An immediate 50% increase in the state
retirement pension, as a step towards a
living pension. Reinstate the link with
average earnings now. 

environment

� Major research and investment into
replacing fossil fuels with renewable
energy. End the problems of early
obsolescence and unrecycled waste.

� Public ownership of the energy industry.
No to nuclear power. No to Trident

� A democratically planned, low fare,
publicly owned transport system, to
protect the environment.

public services

� Fight all cuts. No to privatisation.
Renationalise all privatised utilities and
services. 

� Free, high quality education for all from
nursery to university; with a living grant.

No to the return of tuition fees in
Scotland. Cancel the student debt and end
the cuts in education funding. 

� A socialist NHS to provide for everyone’s
health - free at the point of use and
under democratic control. Kick out the
private contractors from all parts of the
NHS. 

� Keep council housing public. For a
massive programme of publicly owned
housing to provide good quality homes at
low rents. 

� Fully fund all services and run them
under accountable, democratic committees
that include representatives of workers
and service users. 

rights

� Oppose discrimination on the grounds of
race, sex, disability, sexuality, age and all
other forms of prejudice.

� Repeal laws that trample of civil liberties.
For the right to protest. End police
harassment. 

� Defend abortion rights. For a women’s
right to choose when and whether to
have children.

� For the right of asylum. No to racist
immigration laws. 

A mass working class party

� For a mass workers’ party that draws
together workers, young people and
activists to build a political alternative to
the big business parties. 

� Trade unions should  play a central role
in helping to build a new workers’ party.

socialism and internationalism 

� Tax the rich. For a socialist government
that takes the major companies in
Scotland into public ownership  Run them
under democratic working class control
and management. Compensation should
be paid only on the basis of proven need. 

� For an independent socialist Scotland. A
free and voluntary socialist federation of
Scotland with England Wales and Ireland.  

� A democratic socialist, environmentally
secure plan of production based on the
interests of the overwhelming majority. 

� No to the bosses European Union. For a
socialist Europe and a socialist world free
from poverty.

whatwe
standfor
Socialist Party Scotland fights for a socialist soci-
ety, democratically run for the needs of all and
not for the profits of the few. We oppose every cut
and austerity measure by fighting in the trade
unions, communities, colleges and schools for
every possible improvement in the lives of work-
ing class people. Organised, we, the working class
and the 99%, have the potential to change soci-
ety. Socialist Party Scotland is part of the Com-
mittee for a Workers’ International (CWI), a
socialist organisation that organises in over 40
countries.  
www.socialistworld.net

New pamphlet available now

Hannah Sell

CWI International Secretariat

At an historic meeting held
in London between July
22nd and 25th over 200 dele-
gates and visitors to an inter-
national conference of
the International Faction, ‘In
Defence of a Working Class
Trotskyist CWI’ took the deci-
sion to refound the Commit-
tee for a Workers’
International. 
Present at the meeting

were delegates and visitors
from England and Wales,
Scotland, Ireland, Germany,
France, Austria, Finland,
India, Sri Lanka, Malaysia,
Chile, South Africa and the
USA. Unfortunately, com-
rades from South Africa and
Nigeria who had planned to
attend could not due to visa
problems.
This decision has followed

an intense debate and politi-
cal struggle in the CWI over
the last seven months. This
political struggle has been
fought between those repre-
sented at this meeting who
defend the Trotskyist method
and programme the CWI was
founded on in 1974 and a
petty bourgeois opposition. 
This opposition has taken

a right-ward opportunist
turn, buckled to the pres-
sures of identity politics,
turned away from conduct-
ing a systematic and consis-
tent struggle in the trade
unions and blunted the revo-
lutionary socialist pro-
gramme that the CWI and its
sections have fought to de-
fend.
The conference in London

had lively discussions on the
world situation and the tasks
facing the working class and
socialists, the revolutionary
and counter revolutionary
upheavals taking place in the
neo-colonial world and also a
balance sheet of the recent
debate in the CWI and tasks
for building the re-founded
CWI in the coming period.
The re-founded CWI was

constituted on the basis of
the first four congresses of
the Comintern, the founding
documents of the IV Interna-
tional in 1938 and the con-
gresses of the CWI. The
determination and confi-
dence of those present and
represented at this confer-
ence was reflected in the col-
lection which raised over
£25,000.

The conference agreed
that the International Secre-
tariat will seek to convene a
world congress in 2020 of
CWI sections and groups that
defend the programme of the
CWI and also invite revolu-
tionary socialist organisa-
tions which are committed to
building revolutionary so-
cialist parties based on the
working class and which are
prepared to discuss and col-
laborate on an honest and
principled basis.
The International Secre-

tariat of the CWI will publish
a fuller report of this crucial
meeting in London and ma-
terial related to the debate
which has taken place in the
coming week which has cru-
cial lessons for all workers’
and revolutionary socialists.
On Sunday 21 July over 200

delegates at a special confer-
ence of the Socialist Party in
England and Wales voted
overwhelmingly, 84% to 16%
(173 – 35 with 0 abstentions)
to sponsor the refounding
conference.
We defend the programme

and approach of the Socialist
Party which historically, in an
era of heightened working
class struggle, enabled us to
lead the struggles of Liver-
pool City Council and the
battle against the poll tax, the
latter bringing down Maggie
Thatcher.
We were also central to nu-

merous struggles against
racism and the far right. At
the present time our meth-
ods have allowed us to orien-
tate effectively to those
mobilised in support of
Jeremy Corbyn, campaigning
for the removal of the
Blairites and the transforma-
tion of Labour into a workers’
party with a socialist pro-
gramme.
Most importantly, we are

building a party based on a
clear socialist programme,
currently over 2,000 mem-
bers strong, which will be
able to play a vital role in the
mighty struggles of the work-
ing class which are ahead.
Socialist Party Scotland

participated in the re-found-
ing conference of the CWI.
Our delegates and visitors
fully supported the decisions
taken to ensure the continu-
ation of a serious revolution-
ary international
organisation based on the
ideas of the CWI since its cre-
ation in 1974. 

CWI re-founded
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SOCIALIST CHANGE NOT CLIMATE CHANGE

CAPITALISM IS DESTROYING THE EARTH 

Patryk Krayczuk
Glasgow Young Socialists 

Socialist Students and
Young Socialists are building
across colleges and schools for
the Climate Strike on Septem-
ber 20. We are also working
with trade unionists to build
an even stronger movement.

Tens of thousands of young
people in Britain have partici-
pated in the Climate Strikes
and protests since February,
with many school students
walking out. 
We welcome this important

movement and on Sept 20 the
chance to link up in joint ac-
tion with the most powerful

force in society, the organised
working class and trade union
movement is a step forward. 
Glasgow City Unison, who

played a key role in the suc-
cessful mass Equal Pay strike
in October 2018, are support-
ing the strike day and have
passed a motion calling on
council workers to support the

action. The motion says that
“climate is a trade union issue,
the future of our planet is at
risk if we don’t organise now…
we recognise the capitalist sys-
tem driven by profit over
human need is incapable of
solving the climate crisis. 
“Fundamentally the pollu-

tant industries need to be

brought into democratic pub-
lic ownership and workers
control with a socialist plan to
transition to renewable energy
and create green jobs”. 
It’s now an urgent task for us

to fight for a socialist future to
stop the climate catastrophe
that is engulfing the planet.

....See Page 13 for more  


